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glandular origin. In the cases observed by the writer the fact that the 
vaginal secretion contained many air-bubbles, as well as its offensive odor, 
led to the inference that the gas in the cysts, as well as in the vagina, was the 
result of decomposition, while the presence of trimethyl amine in both the 
cysts and the vaginal secretion caused him to believe that the former ruptured 
in consequence of the expansion of this gas when heated. From repeated 
observations he found that trimethylamine was sometimes present in the 
genital secretions of healthy pregnant women. 

Dilatation of the Urethra to Relieve Retention of Urine 
following Delivery. 

Schatz has called attention to a simple method of relieving retention, 
which he considers preferable to the ordinary practice of repeatedly using a 
catheter until the patient developed cystitis. He employed an instrument 
like a glove-stretcher, which was introduced into the bladder and opened, 
the sphincter vesicas being dilated so that the tip of the little finger could 
be passed through it The pain was slight and ceased immediately after 
the operation. There might be slight hemorrhage. A second dilatation 
was seldom necessary, as the urine was passed the next time spontaneously. 
Schatz believed that the practice would become general, since it was so much 
less harmful than the frequent use of catheters. 

He was unable to give a satisfactory explanation of the modus operandi of 
the operation, but he was led to test it by comparing the physiology of vesical 
with that of uterine contraction. In normal urination, the detrusor was not 
to be regarded os the antagonist of the sphincter vesic®, but the former could, 
however, relax the sphincter. In most women the bladder was actually in 
diastole during micturition, so that it was necessary to infer the presence of 
some other mechanism for relaxing the sphincter, either a passive relaxation 
of the latter muscle, or active contraction of its antagonists which were in¬ 
serted somewhere on the pubic bones. If these muscles were tom during 
parturition, they might be powerless to relax the sphincter. Passive relaxation 
of the sphincter itself would naturally take place more rapidly if, after being 
swollen or irritated, it was rendered more pliant by stretching. Dilatation 
was also applicable to retention in the non-puerperal woman, but it was 
more uncertain in its results; it was especially applicable to retention after 
operations .—Oentralblattfur Gyn., June 1G, 1888. 
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On Medical Responsibility. 

L. Reuss ( Annal . d’hyy. publ., s£r. 3, t. xix. pp. 528-550) discusses, under 
the above title, the case of Dr. Flocken, of Strassburg, who, along with a 
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druggist and his two assistants, was charged with the contravention of certain 
articles of the German penal code, which render it criminal for any one who, 
in the practice of his profession or trade, causes the death of a person by 
neglecting to give such particular attention to bis studies as, by his profession', 
he ought to do. 

It appears that Dr. Flocken, who occupies a highly respectable position, 
was, toward the close of last year, called to attend an innkeeper, Mathias, 
suffering from arthritic pains, and prescribed a liniment and a mixture. Two 
spoonfuls of this mixture were taken by the patient within two hours, and 
shortly afterward he suffered from vomiting and diarrhcea. Nevertheless, a 
third spoonful was taken, and the vomiting and diarrhoea increased, accom¬ 
panied by irritation of the throat, constriction of the belly and insatiable 
thirst. The doctor was again summoned and came. He asked for the bottle 
which contained the mixture, washed it out with warm water and carefully 
scraped off the label. He then placed some iodide of potassium in it, added 
water and ordered the patient to take the new mixture at certain intervals. 
After three or four doses the vomiting ceased, but the diarrhoea continued. 
The doctor revisited the patient and tried other remedies to arrest the diar¬ 
rhoea, but without success. The patient now became very feeble, complained 
of a suffocative feeling and abdominal pain, with cold extremities, and died 
thirty-six hours from the time he took the first dose of medicine prescribed 
by the doctor. The doctor then asked for his first prescription and took it 
away with him, and afterward certified the cause of death to have been endo¬ 
carditis following upon an attack of articular rheumatism. 

On the following day, an anonymous letter was received by the police 
authorities, directing their attention to the suspicious character of the inn¬ 
keeper’s death. Dr. Flocken was at once interrogated by the authorities 
and stated that his first prescription consisted of a little digitalis mixed with 
either salicylic acid or tincture of colchicum, or possibly with salicylate of 
lithium. On the following day he confessed to having made a mistake and 
then remembered that he prescribed digitalis and tincture of rhubarb. As 
the prescription had been dispensed by a druggist, Greiner, his register of 
prescriptions was searched, and one by Dr. Flocken was found, corresponding 
to that under discussion. It contained infusion of digitalis, salicylate of 
lithium, extract of rhubarb and syrup, all in ordinary doses; but the register 
examined was a new one and seemed to have been begun only two days before 
Dr. Flocken’s prescription was entered. Further investigation showed that 
the register was bought three days after the day of entry of the doctor’s pre¬ 
scription. The exhumation of the innkeeper’s body was then determined on 
and was carried out about three W'eeks after the death. The autopsy revealed 
no particular cause of death. The mucous membrane of the stomach and 
intestines was much congested and was covered with several small eccby- 
moses. All the other viscera were healthy. No poison was found. 

Meanwhile, information reached the police authorities of the death of 
another person, a barman, Herter, under similar circumstances, and also the 
patient of Dr. Flocken. Herter became ill, suffering also from arthritic 
pains, on the same day as Mathias, and was on that day prescribed for by 
the doctor, who ordered a liniment and mixture as before. The prescrip¬ 
tions were also dispensed by Greiner. The same results followed the admin- 
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istration of the mixture—vomiting and diarrhoea. The doctor, at his next 
visit, asked for the bottle, washed it out, scraped off* the label, as in the other 
case, and refilled it with a solution of morphine. The new medicine stopped 
the vomiting, but the diarrhoea continued, and the patient died on the fourth 
day after he had begun to take the prescribed medicine. Professor Wieger 
was called in as a consultant before the patient's death and was told by Dr. 
Flocken that the patient bad been ordered some colchicum; but the professor 
attached no importance to this and attributed the illness and death to a fatty 
heart and nephritis, preceded by diphtheria, diarrhoea and a gout}' attack. 
Dr. Flocken certified the cause of death to be paralysis of the heart, following 
upon enteritis, with nephritis and pericarditis. Herter’s body was also 
exhumed after about three weeks. The kidneys were much congested, the 
heart and liver somewhat fatty and the large intestine showed traces of 
diarrhoea, without much alteration of the mucous membrane. In this case 
the registered copy of the prescription for the mixture showed that it con¬ 
tained tincture of colchicum, salicylate of sodium and extract of juniper, all 
in ordinary doses. 

Finally, Dr. Flocken, Greiner and his two assistants were arrested; when the 
druggist confessed that he had, at Flocken's request, altered the register of 
the prescriptions and for that purpose had purchased the new register already 
alluded to. The original prescriptions had each contained extract of colchium, 
but in such dose as would be suitable to the tincture of colchium. Dr. 
Flocken now admitted this; but to clear the conscience of the tribunal a 
large number of skilled witnesses were brought forward at the trial, includ¬ 
ing men of such eminence as Fluckiger, Sckmiedeberg, von Mering, Huse- 
mann and Wieger. It was contended, on behalf of Dr. Flocken, that the dose 
of the extract prescribed was not poisonous; and that, even if it were, the 
patients had had the poisonous action neutralized by subsequent treatment 
and that they bad died from natural causes. Schmiedeberg and von Mering 
testified that the dose of the extract prescribed—viz., about 0.2 gramme (3 
grains) in each spoonful—was equivalent to about 15 or 20 grammes {225 to 
300 grains) of the tincture, three spoonfuls, or the quantity taken by each 
patient, being equal to 45 to CO grammes (675 to 900 grains), and that such a 
quantity was undoubtedly poisonous, the maximum medicinal dose being, in 
their opinion, 6 grammes (90 grains) daily. Husemann, on the contrary, 
maintained that the extract is not so much more poisonous than the tincture; 
that a maximum medicinal dose is, at best, a mere hypothesis; and that 
although the two deaths might have been due to colchicum, yet they were 
more probably caused by disease. Wieger asserted that Herter had died of 
a heart affection. The tribunal found Flocken, Greiner and one of the 
assistants guilty and sentenced the first to ten months imprisonment and the 
others to five days and two months respectively. 

Reuss, the author of the present communication, traverses the conclusions 
of the tribunal and, of certain of the medical witnesses, and, although admit¬ 
ting that the dose of colchicum prescribed may have been a poisonous one, he 
contends that Flocken exhibited no criminal neglect—that he had 6imply made 
the unfortunate slip of writing extract instead of tincture. He denies that 
the tribunal received clear evidence as to the deaths being due to colchicum 
and not to natural causes. It appears, however, to the writer of the abstract 
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that there can be little, if any, doubt as to colchicum being the cause of death 
in both cases. 

Water in the Stomach as a Sign of Death by Drowning. 

Obolonsky, of Charkow, Kussia, reports in the Viertelj. f. gerichtl. Med. 
(N. F. Bd. xlviii. S. 348-352, 1888) the results of eighteen experiments with 
the dead bodies of infants, two weeks to two months old, in which he placed 
the bodies in a large vessel of colored water, sinking them by means of 
attached weights, and observed by dissection afterward whether water had 
penetrated into the stomach. The bodies remained in the water for twenty- 
four hours to three days. No water was found to have entered the stomach 
during twenty-four hours’ submersion ; but in five of the bodies submerged 
for three days, water had entered the stomach. In three of these, a notably 
large quantity of water was found; in the remaining two, a small quantity. 

These experiments confirm the conclusions of Liman and Hofmann and 
are opposed to the earlier, and in some countries still current, teaching of 
medical jurists. They show that water in the stomach (swallowed from the 
water in which the person was drowned) does not afford indubitable proof of 
death by drowning since the water may enter the stomach after death. 

Case of Bestiality. 

A singular case of this kind has been reported to the Soci 6 t 6 de MSdecine 
16gale de France by a physician of Orleans (Annal. d’htjg. publ., 3e s 6 rie, t. 
xix. pp. 56-58), who desires to conceal his name. The physician was called 
to a male domestic servant, aged eighteen or nineteen years, who was suffer¬ 
ing from a large wound in the anus, which had bled profusely. The wound 
was about two inches long and was of the nature of a large rupture of one 
side of the anus. After much hesitation the boy confessed that for some time 
before he had frequently permitted a large, strong spaniel to have connection 
with him. The connection had been, until the last occasion, unattended by 
injury. On this occasion, however, the boy having been called in the middle 
of the act and afraid of being surprised by a visit from his master, endeavored 
to detach himself as speedily as possible from the dog. This was rendered 
difficult by the non-collapse of the large swelling toward the base of the 
dog’s penis, which was grasped within the anus. The boy, however, in spite 
of the cries of the dog and his own suffering, contrived finally to separate, 
himself forcibly from the dog, but not without producing the large rupture 
of the anus referred to. 

This case is interesting in view of the statement made by Bouley and 
Brouardel and others that connection of dogs with men is highly improbable. 


Alcoholic Poisoning. 

C. Seydel, of Konigsberg ( Viertelj. f. gerichtl. Med., N. F., Bd. xlViii. S. 
43 O- 449 , 1888), presents a study of the literature of this subject, accompanied 
by several operations and experiments (on rabbits) of his own, with the 
object of ascertaining the characteristic pathological changes in death from 
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alcoholic poisoning, acute and chronic. He enters into a lengthy criticism of 
Formad’a results, which, for the most part, Seydel is not able to confirm. 

The changes in the volume and form of the kidneys (pig-backed) which 
Forraad described as diagnostic of acute alcoholic poisoning Seydel has not 
met with either in man or in rabbits. He attaches importance, however, to 
the cloudy condition of the epithelium of the' tubules of the kidneys, also 
mentioned by Fonnad. It may be expected in cases of death from repeated 
alcoholic excesses. The same is true of albuminuria. The kidneys are 
usually distended with dark fluid blood after death from alcoholic poisoning, 
and the blood of the body generally is of a dark color. 

An Epidemic of Lead-poisoning. 

Bertrand and Ogier ( [Anna/.. d’hyg.publ., 3e s£rie, t. xix. pp. 68—75) give 
the results of an investigation of an epidemic of lead-poi3oning which broke 
out simultaneously in three separate communes in the neighborhood of 
Itoanne, and afterward extended itself to other adjoining communes, more 
than one hundred persons, of different ages, being affected, and these belong¬ 
ing to the poorer classes chiefly. It was not attributable to the water-supply, 
as the water used by the various affected persons was taken from widely 
separate sources ; nor was it due to the use of lead-glazed pottery or lead- 
plated utensils. Everything pointed to some article of daily diet being the 
carrier of the lead; and the author suspected the flour. Subsequent inquiry 
showed that the flour in every case had been ground in a particular mill. 
Chemical examination of various samples of flour from this mill revealed the 
constant presence of lead in small quantity. 

It was at first supposed that the lead had been obtained, as in some pre¬ 
viously reported cases, from the lead sometimes used to fill fissures in the 
mill-stones, but the stones of this particular mill were found to have been 
repaired with a cement which contained no lead. The source of the lead 
was afterward discovered to be lead-plated cups, fixed to a revolving endless 
belt, which were employed to raise the flour to an upper part of the mill 
When these were replaced by tinned-iron cups, the lead entirely disappeared 
as also did the lead-poisoning. 

Chronic Illness from Inhalation of Hydrocyanic Acid. 

Aloys Martin (Ein Fall von chronischcm Sicchthum, hervorgemfen durck 
Einalhmung von Blausdure, Niirnberg, 1888) describes the case of a young 
woman, who, while engaged for a week silvering and polishing metallic an¬ 
tiquities with a double compound of cyanide of silver and potassium, became 
ill, with difficult breathing, headache, loss of appetite, irritation of throat, 
cough, much thirst and great weakness, so that she was compelled to take to 
bed. From the 27 of March, 1886, onward, she developed a chronic illness, 
which about the middle of October following was characterized by feeble 
heart, distinct ataxy, impaired sense of taste, a shuffling gait, a well-marked 
diminution of muscular power and anemia. Electrical treatment was then 
begun, and the patient steadily improved, but was not quite restored to 
health even by the end of the year 1887. Martin ascribes the poisonous 
effects to the inhalation of prussic acid. 



